t is often said that confidence

breeds success, Far Rhodes Scholar

Zach Morris "02 nothing could be
more frue.

Muorris, the third Rhodes Scholar in
Ripon College histary, follows in the
footsteps of Lanmer Johns '11, who
fought and was killed in World War I;
and Tom Reinecke '68, now the head of
the eleceronic and aptical properries
section ar the Naval Besearch Labora-
tory in Washington, 1300,

In December, Morris competed
against students from universities like
Harvard, Princeron and Yale, for the
coveted two-year honor o study ar
Orford University m England.

Self-confidence, according vo Morris,
is whar gave him the edge oversome
900 applicants, whom he says, “were
equally, or more qualified to win." All
told, 32 students were selecred from the
United States. Morris, who will ¢om-
plete masrer’s degrees in medical inthro-
pology and the history of medicine
while at Owford, will ultimarely focus on
cancer research.

A standour Red Hawk baseball
player who bateed 397 last season, Mor-
ris says interviewing for the Rhodes was
“like stepping up to the plate to hie.”
Afrer three years plaving baseball under
Head Coach Gordie Gillespie, "a con-
summate optimist,” Morris says his abil-
ity to perform under pressure was ar an

Lach Morris says he brought our his Tucky box-
crs for his Rhodes interviews. i Bgmich: rhosin

all time high. "Gordie makes you
believe m yourself,” he mainrains.

sull, Mornis admirs the Rhodes
interviews presented the perfect oppor-
runicy to pull on his lncky hoxer shorts.
Muorris' decrepit plaid hoxers, which
made their debut in high school during
big game davs and dates, are now only
brought our for "extremely
desperate situarions” —
like the Rhodes inger-
views: "Of course they
helped. They're golden for
me," says Morris, who
hopes to pull luck from
them again this spring
when the Red Hawks aim
to compete in the Divi-
sion [T Callege World
Series of Baseball,

Morris, a double major
in chemistry and biology
and a Larin minor,
believes his liberal ares
experience also gave him a
leg up when interviewing
for rthe Rhodes. Morris

Zach Morris, a native of Rockford, 111, is Ripon’s third Rhodes

Scholar.

Kixckivmd Kepisver Soar phene

THE RHODES
SCHOLARSHIP

The Rhodes Scholarship is the oldest
anid most prestigions of the interna-
tional study awerds evailable to
American students, Thivev-two
American Rhodes Scholars are
selected each year o recefve full
tuition to sty for two to three years
at Ohaford University in Enpland,

Smee the first selection in 1903,
2,950 Americans vepresemting 304
collepes and wniversites have been
ramed Rhodes Scholars. This year,
averds went o students ar Ripon,
Girtnnell College and Hervard,

Dhke, Princeron and Yale imiversi-
ties, amomg others.

The scholarship, created in [902
by the awill of Cecil Rhodes, Briish
philanthropist and colonial pioneer,
pavys all college and wuniversity fees
and frrevides a stipend to cover neces-
sary expenses. The total value aver-
ages around $28,000 per vear,

Rhodes Scholars ave chosen ina
three-stage process. First, candidates
must be endovsed by their college ov
universicy, In each state, a selection
committes is amuthorized 1o comsider
applications and nominate applicants
 appear before one of eight districe
commmittees, Each diserict — Wiscon-
sin ix in disorict five which also
mcludes Mmois, Indiana, Michigan
and {Hhin — then destgnates four stu-
dents as Rhodes Scholars.

Applicants are chasen hased on
academic achievement, mtegrity of
character, a spirit of wunselfishness,
vespect for others, potental for lead-
ershify amel physical vigor.

The 32 Rhodes Scholars chosen
from the Unired Stares awill foin an
mtematonal group of scholars chosen
from 18 other furisdictions around the
world, Approsimartel 95 scholars are

selected wirldwide each year.



The Rhodes class of 2002 comes from 21
institurions arowund the cormey.

Escactly what kind of company does hav-
ing a Rhodes Scholar put Zach Mornis, a
winner, and Ripon College | his school |
!

This year's class includes five Harvard
U Iniversity sttedenes, three each from Dike
Universicy and the ULS, Military Academy
plus twe each from Princeton, Stanford and
Yale universities

Tavo new schools — the University of
Central Arlansas and the University of
Rhode Tstand — avere added this vear to the
list of 302 schools that have had Rhodes
Scholars since its incepion i the early
[900s.

lary League instinutions have historically

IN GOOD COMPANY

damninated the scholarshipy competion but
i vecent vears many morg schools have
surfaced with winners.

In Wisconsin, only four nstitutions —
Ripem, Beloir College, Lourence Univer-
sity and the Ulniversity of Wisconsin-
Muadisem — have clammed Rhodes Scholars
armomg their studemts and alumni,

Belodt has had two Rhodes swimners, the
latesein 1918, while Laurence has had
seven, the lasem 1992 LY Madison has
had 2% stayring in 1904 and their lase win-
ner-in 2000,

Beloit, Ripom and Lawrence were all
early winners:in the Rhodes competition as
well clatming thetr first vecipions m 1913,
1916 and 1905, respectively,

In the Associated Colleges of the Mid-
west {ACM), Cavleton leads with 1§
Rhodes Scholars followed by Grrinnefl with
14, mcluding the ACM's only ather
Scholar in 2002; Colorado College, 12;
Macalaster, 9; Lauvence, 7; and Comnell
College, 4. Followamg Ripon's three are
Knox, Beloit and Coe colleges with two
each and Monmonich with one.

Nationally, Harverd leads all schools
with 300 Rhodes Scholars followed by Yale
with 202 and Primceton with 184,

Ripom ranks in the wpper half nationally
among the 304 schools with Rhodes Schal-
ars: 949 insurerions have had one Rhodes
Scholar while 49 have had meo, Ripon is
among agroup of 16 colleges and universi-
ties that have had three,

Hew’s this for good company! When Tom Reinecke 68 attended Oxford,
his classmates included, among others, front row, first from left, Robert
Reich, former secretary of labor-and, fifth from right, "Sceobe™ Talbot,
deputy secretary of defense and now president of the Brookings Founda-

tion. In the second row, fourth from left, is Dennis Blair, a four-star admi-

ral and commander of the Pacific fleet. To his left is former President Bill
Clinton. In the fourth row, seventh from left, is Alan Bersin, head of the
San Diego school system. In the back row, fifth from left, is Reinecke. To
his lefe is “Bo”™ Jones, president of the Washington Post.

old brother, Brerr. “It helps me 1o stay in
touch with what is zoing on with him,"”
he explains.

Last year, Morris spearheaded his
*Have a Carch” program by involving
his baseball teammares in the lives of
fourth- and fifth-grade students. The
after-school program, which was fea-
tured in the Milwekee Journal Sentmel
last spring, has Ripon players mentoring
and turoring students from Murmay Park

Elementary in Ripon, in both baseball
and academics.

And that’s just the tip of the ice-
berg, becatse Morris' civic duty
exrends o nearly anyone in need. He
works with the elderly ar a local nurs-
ing home and as a volunteer with
Ripen Medical Center; Ripon Food
Pantry and Special Olympics, among
others. "At home [ have a great-grand-
mother who | love visiting with, When

| come to school, | either have to give
that up or keep it gomg,” he says. That's
why Maorris frequents Parkview Nursing
Home in Ripon, where he leads a men’s
discussion group, or plays Scrabble or

cards.

aurted by several institurions as a
high-school senion, Morrs says
Ripon's personal environment set it



drew from-a Darwin class he had raken
last semester, after judees asked him
about issucs surroumding evolution. He
also referenced his politics and soven-
ment, history, language and science
courses,

A;Ei Rhodes Scholar selected for his
igh academic achievement,
integrity, unselfish spirit, potential for
leadership and physical vigor, Marris is
considered a person who will ultimarely
make significant contributions 1o society
and the world,

Bur, Marris maintains that he is'sim-
ply not thar special. “Everyone makes a
difference” in his mind. “We all influ-
ence cach other,” he says. “To have ath-
ers recosnize me for making a difference
will be dependent upon how things go
with my research. Sure, I'd like to cure
eancer — bur a lor of people say that,”

Like most of the professors on cam-
pus who have had Morris in class, Pro-
fessor of Latin Eddie Lowey feels confi-
dent Morris will find many successes in
life: “Zach will make his mark on the
world through his own merits and with-
out pushing others out of the way,” says
Lowry, “because he is modest and unas-
suming and doesn't forcée his way physi-
cally or intellectually.”

The Morris family, Zach says, continues to be important to his success, Clockwise from back left are

dad Jeffeey, brother Bretr, 13, with Kraut, mom Jan and Zach.

Roxckifond Reyisier Srar phaso

With a perfect 4.0 rranscripe,
nurmerous scholarships and awards and
an uncanny modesty, Ripon College
has known Maorris was Rhodes material
for some rime. Since com-
ing to campus, most teal-
ized he was special,
including President Paul
Ranslow. “... There was
something else thar lefr
me; and his professors;
with the impression that
this was a young man who
would make a real differ-
ence in the warld,”
Ranslow writes of Morris.
“This is a very special per-
som who has taken a lib-
eral arts college and exer-
cised it a5 we wish all sou-
dents would,” he says.

Morris” professors are
simply awed by this su-
dent’s capacity for learn-
ing. “Zach is probably the

Jim Bearry, professor of chemistry, confers with Fach about class

wiark.
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most extraordinary student | have
taught in a quarter of a century &f teach-
ing in higher education,” says Lowry.
“Simply put, he has a mind that absarbs
like a sponpe and a remarkahle ability to
facus with enormons intensity on whar-
ever rask enpapes him, whether ic's ath-
letics, studies or volunreerism.”

But, Morris says he has a lot of peo-
ple to thank for being the person he is,
including his loving family. “There
aren't too many people Ive known whio
haven't touched my life in some way,
some directly, some indirectly, all pro-
found in defining my experience and my
persona,” he says:

K;u'rwn on campus for his giving
piric, Maorris' reasons for helping
people are clear — he enjoys them. Asa
big brother in the Big Brothers/Big Sis-
ters program of Fond du Lac County,
Wis., Morris hangs ourwith kids who
are around the same ape as his 13-vear-



apart. “People hold doors for you here,”
he says — as if that explains it all. But,
arhlerics and academics also played inra
his decision to atrend the college on the
Ll

"I'mnota Division [ or Division 11
athlete.” concedes Morris: whose best
spart was foorhall as a firse-year Ripon
student. Monetheless, this stellar student
wanted o play, and Ripon offered him
that chance, Morris! focus changed from
foathall to buschall after he suffercd a
knee injury as a sophomore, but he has
since been named to both the Division
1T Academic All-American Basehall
and the American Foothall Coaches
Association Good Works teams, Most
recently, Morris was named a 2001 Veri-
zon Academic All-American, after lead-
ing the Red Hawks ro within one vic-
tory of advancing to the Division 11
College World Series,

Adesirﬂ for scientific tesearch flows
inn Maorris® blood, and has since his
grandmother died of cancer when he

Marris spescheaded the * Have a Carch” peogram which has basehball

was 10, Loaded with Advanced Place-
ment (AP) science credits from high
school, Marris was looking to ger into
active research as a firse-year student
— another reason Ripon appealed to
hitn: He got that chance warking
under Professor of Biology Pegay
Stevens on research focused on guanti-
fring cell division mates insea urchin
coelomocytes, cells locared in the cen-
tral cavity of a sen urchin, Later, Morris
captured two summer research fellow-
ships at Argonne National Laboratory
in Chicago, where he examined struc-
rure-function relationships in various
membrane proteins. He says he's
impressed with the way professors have
worked with him to tailor his educa-
tion to fit his needs and his long-term
goal of hecoming a doctor and
oncologist.

Stevens says Morris, as a first-year
student, “was able toimderstand and o
discuss the implications of research ar a
level that would have been impressive
in:a senior.” She adds, “Zach 1s wonder-
ful ro work with hecause, not only does
he have boundless
enerey and prear
intelligence, but he is
never ruled by his ego
and always is down to
earth, open to the
ideas and concerns of
others, respectiol of
everyone around
him.”

Aﬁ:cr Marris'
Oixford experi-
ence — where he will
explore medicine from

different cultural per-
spectives and debve

plavers mentoring and tutoring students at Murray Park Efementary in

Ripon.

Mark Torinus of the Wisconsin Foundation of
Independent Colleges and Universities, left, con-
pratulates Zach last spring on earning a2 Rath

Scholarship. Tt Fharmm phon)

inta the field's history — Morris will
work roward his mastersfdoctorate —a
seven-year commitment. Tt a lot of
school, but I'll be paid for my research.
It will be more like a job than anything
else,” he savs. Later, Morris will focus
mostly on “lab-type” research, perhaps
with the National Instinute of Health
(NIH}. Dwring his career, he says, he
hopes 1o also explare the political and
ethical issues surrounding the medical
field.

There's no doubt thatr Morris has
high aspirations, and through this
Rhodes experience, he says, he looks
forward to brinping the inrernational
communiry closer to his doorstep. He
looks at Orford as vet another step ina
learning process, which someday, will
bring him full circle, R

Haley Jorpensen

TJorgensen oums Priblic Tmage, a public relations

firm, in Ripon, Wis:, and i @ frequent contribu-
tov to Ripon Magazine.
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